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The Paradox

Ageing in Europe and in the World (N+%)
Emergence of 4-5 generations of which 2-3 generations of retirees
who want and can have a life long healthy and active ageing

vsvs
no age-specific binding human rights of older persons

no ethical framework

Silent revolution vs silent involution

Structural elements

What exists currently at the UN on older persons?

Specific UN institution or institutional structure: none

Specific budget : very scarce �– disproportional to the importance of ageing
2 fixed official lead positions + secretariat - no budget  1. UNDESA, 2. WHOp g ,
Production of official ad hoc documents: WHO, UNFPA, UNHCR,  DESA Pop. D. 
Organisation of UN events on ageing:  WAA, IYOP99, 
UNOHCHR: new independent expert, rapporteur on health, Cedaw

Official focal points = none

Ageing Issues in other UN agencies = none, or ad hoc 

Multilateral agencies: very scarce (e.g. very few documents (e.g. World Bank)

OperationalOperational elementselements
AgeingAgeing in the UN in the UN DevelopmentDevelopment AgendaAgenda

Older persons not on the majority of UN spec progr/agencies
agenda, reports, conferences
No mention in the MDGs and global plan of actions
No life long perspective on many topics ILO, UNESCO, UNDP, UNICEF, UNWomen, etc

No age or generation perspective to the Right to Development
No specific item on the Human Right Council…yet…

BUTBUT
Event-based operations such as WAA-MIPAA UNECE working group

PROBLEMPROBLEM
no mainstreaming - no interaction �– included in �‘vulnerable groups�’

« Chronic Human Right-based Approach Deficit »

What about human rights of older persons?

1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Art. 2 = no mention  �“[�… without any distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, [..] or other status. 
Art 25. mention of social security:  […] right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.
. 
OHCHR OHCHR 
19901990: International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families [resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990]
Art. 1 The present Convention is applicable, except as otherwise provided hereafter, to all migrant workers and members 
of their families without distinction of any kind such as sex, race, colour, language, religion or conviction, political or other 

LANDMARKS: HUMAN RIGHTS  OF OLDER PERSON AT THE UN
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opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, nationality, age, economic position, property, marital status, birth or other status. 

OHCHR OHCHR –– Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural RightsCommittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
1995: 1995: General Comment no. 6:The economic, social and cultural rights of older persons
2008:2008: General comment 19: The right to social security
20092009: General comment 20: Non-Discrimination in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (art. 2, para. 2) 
Specific provisions of the Covvenant such as : Article 3 Equal rights of men and women, Article 8 Rights 
relating to work, Article 9: Rights tp social security

CEDAW CEDAW –– Convention Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1979on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1979
2010:  2010:  General Recommendation No. 27 on older women and protection of their human rights. :

Movement towards a ConventionMovement towards a Convention 2 meetings April and August 2011 
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What about human rights of older persons?

No age-specific binding instruments

at the United Nations 

How can Human rights advance at the United Nations 

EU-Science-scientific associations = NGOs
(Non-governmental organisations)

they have a key role to playthey have a key role  to play
they give a constant reality-check to both

they are the bridge between NGOs and Policy-makers

Call for a coCall for a convention on Human Rights ….nvention on Human Rights ….in 1999 …in 2002
now a large group of NGOs and countries support the idea

Un Chronicle in 2002
Danielle Bridelle, Chair of the NGO committee on Ageing at the United Nations in Geneva

NGO Statement on
the  Rights of Older Persons
( Geneva, UN 2006)

signed by 25 NGOs
Engl(French

NGO Statement on
the Rights 
of Older Women
(Geneva, UN 2009)

signed by 34 NGOs
Engl/Fren/Spanish

UNECE Ministerial conference
Review of the Madrid Intl Plan of Action on Ageing 
(MIPAA+5)

Call for OP Human rights andCall for OP Human rights and
Ethics in the recommandations Ethics in the recommandations 
of the Research Forumof the Research Forum
(CIOMS, WHO, UNESCO)
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Crucial Crucial StatementsStatements
call call for for very precise very precise actions…actions…

The NGO Committee on Ageing Geneva The NGO Committee on Ageing Geneva 

A rapporteur on violation of rights of older persons
Mainstreaming of ageing in the agenda of all UN agencies, esp. HRC 
Create a specific item on rights of older persons , not only in �“vulnerable groups�”
A Convention on the rights of older personsA Convention on the rights of older persons

Leon Ministerial conference (2008) = Scientifc and NGO statement
UNESCO bioethical guidelines = section on old persons
Ethical framework in in the development and research agenda ERC, CIOMS

Human Rights framework for older persons

IAGG European Region = scientific statement

Bologna 2011:  The Bologna Declaration calling for Human Rights R&D

20102010
- January 2010: Working paper prepared by Ms. Chinsung Chung, member of the Human Rights 
Council Advisory Committee on « The necessity of a human rights approach and effective United 
Nations mechanism for the human rights of the older person.”
- 16 November 2010 (A/C.3/65/L.8/Rev.1): the UN Third Committee of the General Assembly adopted a 
landmark resolution on ageing deciding "to establish an open-ended working group, open to all 
States Members of the United Nations - Resolution A/RES/65/182 

2010 Annual Report of OHCHR on Older persons and social protection - Magdalena Sepúlveda

ADVANCEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS  OF OLDER PERSON AT THE UN
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Carmona Independent Expert on human rights and extreme poverty. 

20112011
UN New York: Open-ended working group conducted 2 meetings April and August 2011
OHCHR: Special Rapporteur on the right to health (older persons) �– Anand Grover
OHCHR- HRC: 16 September - panel discussion on the realization of the right to health of older persons

20122012
Regional Ministerial Conference on Ageing for the appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of 
Action+10 (MIPAA+10) . Vienna Meeting MIPAA+10 
2012 European Year on Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations  2012 European Year on Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations  

1 October : United Nations International Day of Older Persons
29 April: European Day of Solidarity between Generations

Challenges

Policy and legislation/HR (EU-UN)

Reality check - Evidence-based policy: 
i d h id i l lt d i l i ( AAL)socio-demography, epidemiology, culture and inclusion (e.g. AAL)

HR revolution: 4-5 generations

Prejudice, discrimination and denial of OP 

Financing

Political and structural  recommandations 
addressing systematically the missing  components of older 

persons and men in the UN agenda and UN agencies

Empowerment in UN agencies to implement HR
Human Rights = LL include old age
ILO = work – LL older worker – no social security

Revisiting the UN agenda with OW
Mainstreaming gender and age Matrix 
LL women�’s right based approach

Political, socio-economic and cultural dimensions

UNHCR = older refugee and displace person 
IOM = older  migrant
UNESCO = science & tehnology & ethics of OP
OCHA & al= humanitarian aid, emergency OP
WHO = ageing, LL reproductive rights, chronic D
UNAIDS = older persons and AIDS prevention
World Bank = poverty in older persons, etc

LL women s right based approach
MDGs

All UN agenda, WA, texts and agenda
Example for older women

Beijing Plateform of Action
ICPD
CEDAW, etc

Require UN  to include age and gender equality
Require a UNAGE!  (like UNICEF)

Thank you…


